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had been connecte tl',tﬂd
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THIRTIETH YEAR, NO. 31.

EARTS MADE
- SAU' WHEN DEATH

BANK, SUC-
CUMBS TO PNEUMONIA.

to be true, but
h.honuat.month idsum
g W. Lee Cusser,

home of W. 3

at Sav-

mﬁ an li!h. mvoﬁu
all who knew him, whose illness
ed in these columns

es, they
d w it not seem possible that
:::::h {?‘p!en&i fellow ;c:mld be tuhknerg
community in so 8
:‘"" ﬂ:'t‘;!l there wans the wreath—
and more than that, there was "ﬂ air
of genuine sadnesg and regret follow-

we
week

read over the city, that Mr. Cusser
;gd pa;ed 'nwaﬁ at 1 o'clock Satur-
duy morning, following an attack of

m@l’lln.

Lee's friends first missed him at
the bank when he took cold and had
to remain at home, but consid- '
ered a usual light attack of the “flu”,
until his continued absence at the!
bank and news of the fr_lvity of his |
econdition caused his Iriends grave
concern, but up until Friday evening
the word was passed around that he
was slightly better and would prob-
ably cu;ne out all right in tb;.- h:%}e
which he was putiing up against the |
disease which had gripped him :mcll
the ravaging progress of which thn|
best of medical science, skill and care
was unable to stay and when news
of the death of this great and popu-
lar man in the business and commun-
ity life came out, it was a thunder-
bolt out of a clear sky. It is quite
safe to say that no death in recent
years has caosed more expmlioq-:
of regret to be heard nor more uni-
versa usl:lnesn than has the death of
this Ar man.

M:o usser was 45 years of age and

|

Savings Bank ever since it sta

in 1803, for many years as assistant
cashier and since, 1909 as cashien
Practically his entire life was spent
in this ecity, he having been born on
the old Cusser farm east of here. He
received his educatron in the local
schools and was graduated with the
class of 1891, He was of a geni
disposition and to make his wqmng.'
ance was to make a new friend. “He
was & son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert
Cusser, who together with his wife
and two daughters, are left with the

His funeral was held Monday
ernoon, at 2 o'clock, rrem the house,
Rev. J. W. Rooke, of the ogn-
tional church officiating.

it him to do.
naba,

e ——————— ——

ina
it to
tima he wrote
ing good and would
as nearly as it will
b bot he registesed ¢
sea
city and therefore
gave Belding as his

CHRISTMAS MEANS
MORE THAN ANY
OTHER HOLIDAY

“PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL
TO MEN* SLOGAN SHOULD
NEVER BE FORGOTTEN

{Written especially for the Banner-
News by Robert Hazell, Ph. D.)

While angels shout their Christ-
mas joy, -
Across the stal sea,
Yet may some linger very near
‘With “Peace on earth to thee.”
Gift time is here once more, the
time for loving di , for good wishes
and open hearted hospitality To ev-
eryone Christmas means something
more than any other holiday. It is at
Christmas that we feel a holier, deep-
er heart throb for the poor;we are
able to understand the longing n
little children's hearts for the coming
of the mysterious gift-bringer they

al [ call Santa Claus; we enter into and

appreciate the buoyant mirth of the
peofle; we tenderly

zhmul or the du:-* ther and

made dear d's ha

Christmas times and ‘for the still
At Christmas time it is easiér to

f ve those who have wronged us,
t:r{ieenmndled with our neighbors,

UATION, LOGALLY 1S
10 BE EASIER

FUEL ARDMINISTRATOR GRANTS
PRIORTY ORDERS TO HELP
MANY LOCAL CONSUMERS

The local people who have been
unable to se what anthracite, or
hard coal ich the nepded to run
their stoves this winter, will be glad
to note that through the
ey R

commerce,
administrator has granted a prio
rder anthracite coal to be

trator, Mr. W. K. Prudden, has asked
the comipanies which pr«luce chest-
nut and other stove sizes to give thig

ng to
the ban on public gathefings it was
of necessity private at the house and

the mortal remains of one of Belding's
best were laid to rest in Riverridge
cemetery, the Masonic fraternity of
which he was a member attending in
a body and conducting the services at
the grave where his body was com-
mitted to the grave.

Try as we might to produce our
very best in the way of an eulogy for
Mr. Cusser as a friend of the entire
community, we would fall far short
of paying him the tribute which a man
like iim is entitled to and therefor
the foregoing will have to suffice
We mourn with the rest.

Former Orleans Resident Dies.
The remains of Henry Leach, aged
76 years who died at Grandville,
rem-‘md here on the morning train
sup from Grand Rapids and were tak-
en to the Shanty Plains cemetery
where the interment took place at 10
o'clock. Mr Leach was a former
resident of Orleans township. A
quite a Aumber of relatives and
friends were at the staticn to meet
the remaing on their arrival and a
number of relatives
the body to attend the funeral.

Back to Good Old U. 8. A.

Mrs. Carl Steele received a tele-
gram from their son, Clayton, early
Monday that he had arrived back in
New York after having been 'in
France with the army for a few
months. The home folks are glad
to get this good news and are ex-
yeeting the returned soldiér baak
ome almost any time,

Resolutiong of Condolence.

Whereas, the Great and Supreme
Ruler of the universe has in His in-
finite wisdom removed from among
us one of our worthy companions,
Edgar Sowers;

Resolved that in the death of Com-
panion Sower, Shafter arbor has lo¥t
one of its most worthy and efficient
membrs.

Resolved, that we the members of
Shafter arber, A. 0. 0. G, No. 396,
extend to the bereaved wife and par-
ents, brothers and sisters, our heart-
felt sympathy in their hour of trial,
and be it further,

Resolved, That our charter be drap-
ed in mourning for 30 days and that
a copy of these resolutions be placed

came up with

ts, to see somethi
., and to go fo

to overlock sli

good in every

on car lips.

or country hamldt

name of Christ is known.
Have you thought of this?

and all the world’s joy at this season,

(would burn chestnut size hard coal

Have you realized that all your joy |into a burner to handle No. 4 and

| is beonuse of the exaltation and ador- |

ation in ths human heart of an ideal?
Yes, the ideal man, the God-man, the
man who came to the world to show
it how to love, whose coming was to
bring joy to every creature and to es-
| tablish the kingtiom of love upon
eart

The love that pulsates through pou
at Christmastide, and mceves you to
express your better nature in words
| and deeds of loving service, is a touch
of that love which is the light of men,
land which was so wonderfully em-
| bodied in Jesus that He stands as He

stood for #two thousand years, the
great type of a perfécted humanity.
He is illumined and glorified by love.
| That is what made Him what He was
and what He is.

You are what you are today with
l!al] your possibilities of loving, be-
| cause of this great ideal which has
been enshrined in the hearts of Christ-

|ians through all these centuries that|)

have passed since His coming. You
have only to let the sstme mind be in
you as was in Christ Jesus in or-
der ta be, according to your measure
of love, a wonder worker, a gift giver
as-he was, -

lin & faint degree by what you sin-
|cerely feel and express at the Christ-
mas time. It is the sign and seal of
what you may feel and express the
whele year, if you will

Beenuse the world feels the warm
touch of this sweeping tide of Christ-
Iy love, it is bleased and vivified with
| new life as surely as the Christmas
| season comes. Why should we not
have a continucus Christmas seasord?

How great the thought that love is
the light of the world! How literally

that in a miﬁhty stream of light
sweeps through men’s hearts, warm-
ing, cleansing them and giving them
new and holy life!

+ Notice—$10 Reward.

We wili give the above reward for
information which will lead to the
conviction of persons vhooting out or
bruhnfe;nnm trom the mtreet light-

system.

on the records of our arbor, printed
in the local paper and a copy pre-
sented to the wife and parents.
Nettie Morse,
Edward Reeves,
Katie Reeves,
Committee.

With a Holland in one day.

P

" G.M.

“terms. [Estimate free. Branch

Burns any kind of fuel. Easy
e, Citizens phone

Sith

true that this is the Christmas love |

eity’s needs preference on this grade
of fuel in order to relieve the situa-

with Christmas cheér in our eyes and | tion as quickly as possible.

Sec. Brewn hag written several let-

All these signs of an_inward glad- | ters to the state fuel administrator
ness, of a universal friendliness, are |in an effort to gain some measuve of
apparent in every city, town, village | raelief ‘for the many people in this

tﬁwmﬂw our | cityi and vicinity who
land and the whole world where the |a

ad stoves
other heating equipment which

and which could not easily be turned

furnace sizes. A great many of
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hard coal stoves which have been set |
up within the past week and started
with a fire or made ready to start
just as soon as a load of the black
diamands could be procured.

GIVES RIGHT LEG
FOR DEMOGRAGY

' Jack Barron Wounded.
Thursday’s casualty list included
the name of John Barron, of this
city as among the seriously wounded.
“Jack™” is a well known loeal man
and enlisted early in the war. He
has hundreds of friends around here
who hope his injuries are not as se-
vere as might taken from the
meagre news so far received, He is
:itgrot.har o! Robert Barron of this

Harlan R%eves Married

The marriage of Harlan Reeves, a
Mrs. Walter L. Reeves
of Cok's Corn nd Miss Benia
Shooks, of A 'mt:ok place at De-
troit, ﬁ(onda | youn pedple
will live in Detroit, where the groom
hag a fine position. Their man

loeal friends join with us in extend-
ing congratulations.

New Story Starts This Week

BLOOD POISONING SETS IN THE
WOUND AND NECESSITATES
AMPUTATION ABOVE KNEE.

Corporal Roy W, Douglas is one
of the Otisco soldiers wwo went over-
seas whole and who is going to leave
part { himself buried in French soil

as a ult of having to suffer the
amputation of hig right leg in an
American hospital in France to which
he had been removed after being
wounded in action.

Corporal ‘Douglas is a son of Mr.

and Mrs, N C. Douglas and has been
{in France for some time®™ , He took

part in a namber of battles andl |and

{about the 1st of October a German
| bullet, evidently had his number on

ting him down and out and causi

these ple, concluding that they
would be unable to get any chestnut |
coal, have already made arrange-
ments for the burning of lrituminnun‘

coal in stcves and some of them hnve!

installed furnaces which ‘will thke |
practically any kind of fuel
soon as sufficient anthracite coal ar-
rives, it is wery proboble however,
that thcee people who have base
burners and other stoves which will |
burn nothing but the chestnut'gize
coal, will undoubtedly get them out
and put them in commission. |

A car of anthracite wag received
by a local fuel concern last week |
and was quickly sold at nearly $12
l:er ton, & higher price than has ever
een paid for the same commodity,
locally. Several cars of the htrg\»r|
sizes of anthracite coal have recently
been received and these were distri- |
buted among the people who were
waiting for it and the supply did not
ast very long Since the order went
out of the ?upl administrator's of- |
fice, two cars of chestnut coal have

What his mind was you ecan know |

in
Epeum Electrie Light & Power C i

We Replace _Old Furnaces -

' it and it hit him in the right leg, put-
|

“The Light in the Clearing,” our | him to be removed to the hospita
new serial story, starts in this issue. | where the wound was treated and
It is a “blinger” from start to finish | where he seemed to be doing fairly
and 'we want you to read every chap- | well,
ter as they ncfear Jn succeeding u-] Recently Mr. and Mrs. Douglas re-
sues. We need not'tell you a great|reived a letter from Roy, dated in
deal about the story, you will get it| France on Nov. 24, to the effect that
all as you read it It is ope of those | blood peisoning had set in the wound
stories of the good old days which | gnd that the leg had to be amputated
are fast sliping wway into history. |four inches above he knee, but that

— | as soon as the wound had healed suf-
We're Much Obliged, Earl.

very hard up but is agaln ready to
take care of the splendid practice
which*she has.

SHOW MOVIES OF -
LOGAL PEOPLE T0
BOYS IN FRANGE

GET “SHOT" ON FILMS WHIEH
WILL BE TAKEN OVERSEAS
TO SHOW MICHIGAN BOYS.

Wouldn't you like to see ‘t‘he boys”
over in France and Germany? And
wouldn’t you give a lot to see a mov-
ing picture film shown here wherein
the boys—your son, husband or broth-
er could be plainly seen? You just
bet you would but the chances are
that you will never get to see much
of anything in this nature. But just
the same you know how you would
like to see your boys in a film and
how much more would the boys aver
there in France and Germany like to
see yourself and if not in persdn,
then on a motion picture film takem
either here or in a nearby city and
sent overseas and shown at the var-
ious Y. M C. A., Knighes of Colum-
bug and other huts over where the
boys who cegnprise thé army are
spending an i

evenang
The boys are to lock at 6,000
feet of flm mgh‘ going to be tak- |rivi

is
er at Grand Rapids and other west-
ern Michigan cities, beginni on
Christmas day and continui on
through until Friday, January 3, by
a camera which be pointed at a
line of people who will pass before it
who are relatives or friends of
the boys on duty overseas. The rel-
atives or friends who will pass be-

forethe camera—and have their pic-’

tures taken will permittd to carry
some taken or s of affection-by
which the boys will know them when
they see the picturel over t g
The pictures are going to be filmed
at close range so thas the features of
eve y will show up good, and
special attention is going to be given
to taking the pictures of babies which
will be shown.

The filming of the pictures iz to be
done for the Grand pids Old Na-
tiona! bank and the Grand Rapids

¥ : . |ficiently, the surgeong were going to
Earl Wright, the genial, optimis- |send him to the nearest Red Cross
tic and whole souled cuss who runs| hospital in the States, where hp

two weeks vacation, came up from
Ionia Monday morning and got up |
enough type so that we are able to
get the sheet out early, so the force
¢ap properly observe Christmas Day. |

the amputation found was healing.

It is a sad blow for Mr. and Mrs.
Douglag as Roy is an only son, but
at the same time both they and the|
corporal can feel glad it was only a
| legr instead of his life that he gave to
' make the world safe for democracy.

By the way, Roy has a large num- |
ber of friends around here who have
the time to drop him'a letter and he |
would just more than appreciate nice |
Knapp Paint Co, plant, alongside of | cheery letters from anyone around |
the railroad track, has been torn| here His address is Corp. Roy|
down and removed | Douglas, Base hospital No. 6, A, P.}'

R |0, 705, A. E. F.

The West Otiseo Farm®rs' Club, =

On account of the Flu and New| "™Mr. and Mrs. Evans, Mr. and Mrs |
Year's the club will be pestponed one | Huyck and Mr. and Mrs. Art Bowen
week until Jan. 9. We will meet jof Crystal came Monday morning to |
with Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Ross. attend the funeral for W. Lee Cusser,

Pickling Station Torn Down.
The salting station erected some
vears ago by the Keokuk Canning |
Co. and operated by them for a num- |
bér of years, just north of the E. J.

Al [

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Three years have rolled away since*we first greeted vou as the publishers of a
local paper and three times have we greeted our reader
through the colimns of the Belding News:
meaning and happiness to us and we hoped that our Christmas greeting message car-
ried an increased amount of good will and well wishes to you, each yeéar.

Last year, the Christmas greeting was written with a heavy heart, through the
fact that war had reached into our office and earried two of our best men into the
ranks of the national service, one of them being one of the publishers and of course™
the sun refused to shine as brightly to the other member of the publishing firm, who
remained at home and penned a Christmas greeting to you which could have been
loaded with more cheer, had the boys been back, or even had we Had some knowledge
as to when they woul@l come back. pi =S

This year, with the war over and its eventual outecome a settled fact, with the
consolidation of the Banner and the News and its increased family of readers, with
some of thé boys back and others on their way. with the happy news ringing in our
ears that the three boys will soon be back on the force and that your own brave boys
will also soon be back, Christmas means just as much to us as it
we expected Santa to come and at present our hopes and expectations for the future
are running high, as we hope yours are and may C ’Bﬂ
that these hopes of yours and ours be not in vain.

th many thanks for
the mutual Christian spirit
grow greater, we wish you

friends
real

and advertiser
Each year seemed to bring more

id in the days when

the nce ‘of Peace, grant

your hearty co-operation amd good will and trus&:a that
exhﬂnvq your own good selves and us will always
all a Very Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year.

ED. D. ENGEMANN,
HUBERT M. ENGEMANN,
- U.S.N.R: F., Glenburnie, Md.

| Richardgoy saw their

News, whose able editor, Mr. A. P.
Johnson, is well known <throughout

Just as |this Linotype and who has been on a |would further rest during the period |the state and also locally, where he | Lorraine.

has been heard several times in patri:
otic and other public meetings. The
films will then sent to-E. W Dick-
erson, the special representative of
the Grand Rapids News, which by
the way is the only paper in Michi-

gan which has its own special staff | to do our bit; cn the night of the 10th \
correspondent with the American Ex- |

peditionary forces in _ France
and Germany. Mr  Dickerson
will then take the films and |

have them shown in the moving pie-|

turetheaters over where the boys are
and can see them.

Just think, if Clarence Bailey
should see his parents, brothers and
in particular, little Ed. Bailey, his
baby brother, thrown on the screen
over in France. If Lyle Madden
saw his parents, if George and Will
arents ahd the
latter saw his young bride with their
“war baby” in her arms on that
screen, and a lot of other local boys
saw their home folks on the same
screen 7 Can't you imagine their
hearts coming :r to their throats as
they experienc one of the most
pleasant moments of their lives
and the very pleasantest event that
could happen to.them way over there
heusands of-miles away, next to com-
ing in actual contact with those same
relatives or friepds?

The first picture will be taken at
Grand Rapids, on Christmas day at
noon, on Campauw-square. ; Then will

follow, Grand Haven, Thursday, 'Dec.l

26; Muskegon, Friday, Dec, 27; Hol-
land, Saturday, Dec. és;‘-Kalnmnsoo.
Sunday, Drf;i $ Maniaptf‘eﬂt]»r #u:li& -
ton (de ng upon ¢ he ),
ML‘nda.y?eDec. 30?0'1‘:-“. City, on
Tuesday, Dec. 81: Cadillae, oW
Year's day, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 1919;
Big Rapids, Thursday, Jan. 2; Ionia,
Friday, Jan. 3. .
No provision is made for the taking

herer Hewever, if this eannot be ac-
hoped that & large

ocal people will go over

to lonia on the date set and get in on
so their can see

them. There are & of “war
) meet them

our transport, a boat called the An-

chesis-—an English craft. W ed
out in the hurrl-gor that day uu.! Z at

anchor antil the morning of July
when we lgft the rnu:‘ U. 8. A. be-
hind at about 8 mk in the morn-

Wo. ey Just i e
e were j ays

boat and two days before we' landed
in England a submarine was sighted

| About 20 shots were fired and when
|tl'u:£ﬁ-i got through shooting there wasw
nothing left where the sub was sight-

lodbm:laxwespotofoiluulbelzew

.mgi_hIEd that was all gwe cared to see.

| night before we landed in Eng-
land, at Liverpool, we were awnkend
| by ng from the rear of our gwn |

boat and when I got on deck one of

the sailors told me that they had
sunk a German sub. We In.ndadhﬁ
Liverpool on hte evening of A t
3rd and boarded a train at 11 o'¢lock
|nnd were strted jon pur jonrn;y

®

dectalied ‘ot . G e
etral a t

of A 4th an&i?vynnt }.‘nt.oe a:, Amer-
ican cam: e ich call-
ed Camp Wo:dlcyw;*e gﬁm
there until August when we left
for Southampton, w is
a seaport an the English ar-

9, we
French train 32 men in
a small box ear not enough room for
us to lay down and sleep: had to
sleep standing up; was on board this
train from Aug. 9 =0 Aug. 12 when
we were landed ip Cosne, France, a
city of about 10,030 people; we were
stationed there until October 3, when
we were moved to a small town called
Pouilly; we were located here until
|Ooc. 23 when we were ordered to
pack up and get ready to move up to
the front; we were ail glad to get
the word for we had been waiting
over here nearly three months to get
in action; we left Pouilly the next
morni about 2 o'clock and were
loaded i box cars again and on Oct.
31 we arrived in Toul which is in
' We lay there until the
mgrning of Nov 1 when we were
transported to a camp culled Bois Le
| Veque. We were quartered “here in
| baracks until the mornig of Nav. 10
{when we packed up and started to
| hike for the front where we expected

we stopped in a town called Charmes
La Cate where we got the news that
'the next day an armistice was to be
signed and the war brought to a close.
Well you can believe me we were all
glad but we were a little disappointed
to think we could not get right to the
front where we could ge a erack at
the dirty Huns. Well Nov. 11h at
11 o'clock we saw the last Hun plane
brought down; also heard the last
shots fired and then the c¢hurch bells
began to ring and you could hear
everyene yell for miles around; it
lasted for about a half hour and then
everything wag quiet, in fact 85 quiet
1 thought I had lost my hearing. At
11 o'elock; Nov, 11 was te first time
the church bells had loosened their
tongues for ever four years, Well we
are looking forward now to the day
we will land in the god cld U. § A,
again back among friends and loved
ones. [ will close ns it is now bed
'time., Hoping to be with you soon,
a8 ever, your friend, Mnck.
Chas. R. M&Connell,

American Expeditionary Forees,
(France.

Another letter ig from Rollin Don-
ovan, scn of Mr. an

Mrs. Frank Don-
ovan of Grattan:
November 16, 1918.
Dear Mother and All: !

I have just veceived bea
(many) letters.” [ received a
iiom from you am;conp' othm“ ;

am sure glay ev is well,
have been Z.ﬁng fine; bothered
with m o litte. sure am

sorry there are so many sick at home,
It is q?itn nice mt‘l:r ou

now .1 suppose ve

big events and timum since 1

the States. Well I will soon be there
to celebrate the event. Tell Father
I'll be e he gets
I _bave had a
of & cross-cut saw over here;
to use these French frog

e Ll . -




